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Beutiful Memories at SAARC DMU@ GIDM



Outline: In relation to recent emergencies in Sri Lanka

• Unique features

• Dynamics of lead agency

• Factors promoting effective response

• Natural disaster preparedness during Covid-19
• Three case studies

• Way forwards



Two Recent Emergencies in Sri Lanka

• Floods, landslides, and drought

• Covid-19



Key unique features

• Floods and Landslides
• Both urban and rural areas being affected.

• Large number of deaths associated with landslides

• Covid-19
• Public Health Emergency of International Concern

• Effects felt across the society



Lead response agencies of recent 
emergencies

• Floods and Landslides
• Disaster Management Center/National Disaster Relief Services Center

• Ministry of Health

• Covid-19
• Ministry of Health

• Ministry of Defense

• Many government agencies



Factors Promoting 
Effective Response

• Floods and Landslides
• Disaster Management Institutional Framework
• Standard Operating Procedures
• Emergency Operation Centers

• Covid-19
• Resilient health system

• Public health
• Hospital Sector

• Support of the defense sector – Tri-forces, Police and State Intelligence Service



Covid-19 Status of Sri Lanka As per 04.11.2020



Natural Disaster Preparedness 
During Covid-19 Outbreak



Monsoon Preparedness during 
Covid-19 response



Natural Disaster Preparedness During 
General Elections held during Covid-19 

outbreak



Preparedness in response to the 
Beirut Explosion



Way Forwards

• All hazard approach must be continued for the investments to be cost 
effective. 

• Health – Disaster Management – Defense Sector coordination is 
critical for effective preparedness and response. 

• Capacity building is the key for effective preparedness for future 
extreme events. 



Hope to see you all 
in person in 

Sri Lanka soon! 


