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January 2020

Spread to other 
countries

1 April 2020

Affected more than 200 

countries and 
territories

11 March 2020
Declared a global 

pandemic by WHO

Q4 2019

Started in China

7 October 2020
o 35,728,319 people 

infected

o 26,888,942 people 

recovered

o 1,046,419 people 

died
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• Global Pandemic

• Global impact on economy

• Global impact on employment

• Global impact on education

• Massive impact on specific 

sectors

• Tourism

• Airline

• Hotel Industry
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Habitat Destruction and Zoonotic Diseases

Briefing on Ongoing Environmental Emergencies for the Geneva Environment Network (GEN)

8th September 2020



COVID19
Environmental Linkages

• Healthcare and Infectious Waste Management
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• Routine waste management and sanitation 

services in urban settings

(Picture Reference: Women in Informal Employment, Globalising and 

Organising)
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• Management of biosphere reserves and 

national parks
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• Impacts on environmental standards and  

sustainable development efforts. 
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Greening Fiscal Stimulus and Finance 

Packages to Achieve the SDGs

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/32280/Fisc.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Green Jobs
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• Established a Task force on Preparing a 

Strategy UNEP’s COVID19 Response 

“Working With the Environment to Protect 

People”

• Four main blocks:

1. The medical & humanitarian emergency 

phase

2. A transformational change for nature and 

people

3. Investing to build back better

4. Modernizing global environmental 

governance
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01

02

Increase awareness about the environmental linkages

Provide guidance on best practices02 Provide guidance on best practices

03 Provide real-time support to Member States

04 Support COVID19 related needs assessments

05 Engage in recovery planning
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Webinars

• Global Webinar on “COVID19 Linked Waste 

Management” 

• 1300 participants, 125 countries

• Asia Pacific Webinar on ““COVID19 Linked 

Waste Management” 

• 450 participants, 46 countries

• Global Webinar “COVID19 and 

Environmental Emergencies” 

• 1500 participants, 135 countries
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• Technical Advice

• Afghanistan, Sudan, South Sudan, 

Haiti

• Corona Linked Assessments

• South Africa, Serbia, Suriname, 

Trinidad and Tobago, India, Haiti, 

Sudan

• Recovery Planning

• South Africa

• COVID19 Support to UN 

Peacekeeping Operations
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• More Awareness and Capacity Building 

Efforts

o Africa, Latin America and Caribbean, 

Middle East, Country specific, in local 

languages

• Corona Linked Assessments

o Philippines, Mauritius, Ecuador, 

Azerbaijan, Cape Verde, El Salvador+

• Technical Assistance and other support

o Afghanistan, India, Haiti, Nigeria, South 

Sudan, Sudan+



Thank you

Muralee Thummarukudy

Operations Manager

Muralee.thummarukudy@un.org


