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Environmental Linkages of
COVID19

Lessons from last 6 months and plans for the future

Muralee Thummarukudy
Operations Manager
UNEP Crisis Management Branch




COVID19

A Global Issue, Like No Other

Q4 2019
Started in China

January 2020

Spread to other
countries

11 March 2020

Declared a global
pandemic by WHO

1 April 2020

Affected more than 200

countries and
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territories
7 October 2020
o 35,728,319 people
infected
o 26,888,942 people
recovered
o 1,046,419 people
died
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COVID19

A Crisis like no other

pal Pandemic
npal Impact on economy
pal Impact on employment
obal impact on education
« Massive impact on specific
sectors
e Tourism
 Airline
* Hotel Industry
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COVID19

Environmental Linkages
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PREVENTING THE NEXT PANDEMIC

Foonotic diseases and haw to
lbreak the chain of ransmission

Habitat Destruction and Zoonotic Diseases
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COVID19

Environmental Linkages

« Healthcare and Infectious Waste Management

FD?H'ID-'IQ WASTE MANAGE;‘MET'JT FACTrSHEI::I' '{_,’;:_3“‘ E[“:L?]}E[ UN
: s et e Wi MSTORE enronmen

Introduction to COVID-19
waste management NO OPEN BURNING '

Protect the environment and our health

For mare infarmation visit unep.org or contact Kevin Helps (Head, GEF Unit, Chemicals and Health Branch, LINEF) kevin,helps@un.org

“Our response is to support Member States in addressing immediate challenges from the
medical emergency, such as strengthening waste management systems.”

Inger Andersen, LINEP Director

The problem

Briefing on Ongoing Environmental Emergencies for the Geneva Environment Network (GEN)
8th September 2020

Inresponse 1o COVID-19, hospitals,
healthcare facilities and individuats

are producing more waste than usual,
including masks, gloves, gowns and
other protective equipment that could be
infected with the virus. There Iz also a
large increase In the amount of single use
plastice being produced.

The challenge

When not managed soundly, infected
medical waste could be subject to
uncantrolled dumping, leading to public
hiealth risks, and to open burning or
uncontrolled incineration, leading to the

refease of taxins In th i and

These practices do nol respest WHO
auidelines on treatment of infectious
sharp waste from health care facilities,
nor the requirements of the Basel,

and Stockholm Convention
hurnan health and the
from hazard hemi

to secondary transmission of diseases
to humans, Other wastes can reach
waler sources and add to riverine and
marine pollution.

‘Wherever possible, countries shauld contral COVID- 19 waste through maximizing the
use of available waste management solutions and, at the same time, look 10 aveid any
patential lang-term impacts on the environment. T da so, they need 1a:

ey
A/

Manage increased waste
production by maximizing the
uge of existing facilities;

. }.
UNG&
environment
prog ramme

n as
B e
@ Ensure the operations follow the

‘emigsions requirements and so
avoid secondary health impacts;
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and wastes!

3S

In the ahsance of appropriate
technalogy, cansider adapting the

35 methodalogy and installation
of temparary/stop gap solutions.

TOGETHER

: ENVIRONMENT | FORABETTER

OCHA UNIT

RESPONSE



KEY ISSUES
COVID19
Environmental Linkages

- Na pratective aws- onty - Eaming below minirmum
SWM rules mention them wages after warking long

- Rules and narms which - A haurs
criminalise waste-picking : b = Women's unpaid labour and

discrimination inwages

MNo access o worker benefits
schemes or pensions

Na sacial pratection in terms
aof education, health etc.

= Mo identity as workers and
cantributing urban ciizens

PROBLEMS
FACED BY
WASTE-PICKERS

. B DEPLETING ACCESS

= Caste-based occupation and - Privatisation of waste

« Routine waste management and sanitation - Dlscrmiaton towar _ - ey acessng

- Perceived as thieves and p - Restricting access to dhalaos

services in urban settings narsssed by potcs sao ;

technalaogy change
- Restrictians in landfill sites

EBAD URBAN PLANNING 3

POLICY

- Mo space allacation in master plan and
zonal plans for decentralised SWh

- Unsustainable practces like non-
segregation and incineration promated

- Lackaf quality low-cost housing and
public infrastructure- their settlements
are next o dumpyards

(Picture Reference: Women in Informal Employment, Globalising and = SREIHISNENS oy,
Organising)
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COVID19

Environmental Linkages

« Management of biosphere reserves and
national parks
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COVID19

Environmental Linkages The COVID-19 recession has seen the fastest, steepest
downgrades in consensus growth projections among all

global recessions since 1990
Consensus forecasts of global GDP (percent)

== 1991 == 2009 == 2020
4

o \
« Impacts on environmental standards and \
2

sustainable development efforts.

6
Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

September to December shows forecasts made in the previous year, while January to June shows data for the
current year. Data for 1991 are for advanced economies only due to data availability.

Source: Consensus Economics, World Bank
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COVID19 =

- Greoning Fiscal Stimulus and Finance
Opportunities Packages to Achieve the SDGs

“A veoovery Bom e cortemerss O sl sol N e U W Dk o
whare we ware Bt surewr. B e an opportendly 1o Suld more

satarablo 3nd INCAave acororses ad ockbes — 8 TOre
Mealart ardd pOspetoLn workd ”

UN Secretary Gasersl &siarss Outerres, Apedl 20, 000

T DAL S0 SRR W O O o Py w— Wy h—
- et vy » Ve wa® S P L i it e A X )
e T el e S D I e
e e R L B v

- TN e el ey B e -
Prm e s . e - Saw o4 Y T A e e et S
ey S I W — V" - -

- e - > 0T Ut S e S A
maee et U p00 ats Pe tun® L b - FGEw0 U T AR S S B Sl
D it B i ] ey Sy, Ry A T e

Greening Fiscal Stimulus and Finance ey . S S aame

- R WO M, -

e ——— Lo

Packages to Achieve the SDGs ===

CTET NV eod Dee Raamas o P o
Secnaprs

o TR SO B R T R e
e T At ) g Ve T OO
- -
N v SN . ——
T—— . —— e ——
e - 0t P @ m—

Briefing on Ongoing Environmental Emergencies for the Geneva Environment Network (GEN) UN®& gﬂmomm lgggggﬁm
environment
8th September 2020 programme  OCHA | UNIT RESPONSE



https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/32280/Fisc.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

COVID19

Opportunities

UN G
environment
- programme

Green Jobs
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COVID19

UNEP’s Strategy

« Established a Task force on Preparing a
Strategy UNEP’s COVID19 Response
“Working With the Environment to Protect
People”

 Four main blocks:

1.

2.

B

The medical & humanitarian emergency
phase

A transformational change for nature and
people

Investing to build back better
Modernizing global environmental
governance
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Working With the
Environment to

Protect People

UNEP’s COVID-19 Response
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COVID19

Key Actions

Increase awareness about the environmental linkages

Provide guidance on best practices

m Provide real-time support to Member States

Support COVID19 related needs assessments

Engage in recovery planning
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COVID19

Completed so far June 18

15:00 - 16:30 CEST

Webinars

* Global Webinar on “COVID19 Linked Waste
Management” {30 0 ool bl e e

to education. The environmental sector is no exception. One of the most
pronounced and specific environmental impacts of the COVID-19 crisis is

« 1300 participants, 125 countries

Hospitals handling COVID-19 cases generate waste which are potentially

[ .l " 11111 . infectious, from materials used in patient care to the personal protective
[ equipment used by the healthcare personnel. Medical facilities with
S I a a CI I C e I n a r O n I n e proper waste disposal facilities, need only additional training for the waste

handlers. However, in areas without environmentally adequate waste @
management solutions, locally appropriate solutions will need to be found.

b2
Wa Ste M a n a g e l I I e nt In many countries, tens of thousands of people are involved in waste picking

activities and the market for recycled goods has crashed. The COVID-19

situation has impacted livelihoods of waste pickers and increased stigma

° 450 p art i C I p an tS : 46 coun t r I es of their jobs. Therefore, this sector will also need special attention.

The UN Environment Programme and its experts will be delivering awebinar &

. 11 in order to increase awareness and provide guidance on the issue of waste -

[ G IO bal W e bl n a r < OVI D 1 9 a n d management during the COVID-19 crisis. Participants of the webinar will
also have access to additional reference materials and guidance. s

Environmental Emergencies’

Gary Lewis
Management of Healthcare Waste During COVID19

« 1500 participants, 135 countries

Martin Guard

Impact on the Informal Sector
Mike Cowing

Questions and Answers
Closing Remarks

End of Webinar
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COVID19

Direct support to countries

Technical Advice
« Afghanistan, Sudan, South Sudan,
Haiti
« Corona Linked Assessments
» South Africa, Serbia, Suriname,
Trinidad and Tobago, India, Haliti,
Sudan
 Recovery Planning
« South Africa
e COVID19 Support to UN
Peacekeeping Operations
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COVID19

Planned Actions

« More Awareness and Capacity Building
Efforts
o Africa, Latin America and Caribbean,
Middle East, Country specific, in local
languages
« Corona Linked Assessments
o Philippines, Mauritius, Ecuador,
Azerbaijan, Cape Verde, El Salvador+
 Technical Assistance and other support
o Afghanistan, India, Haiti, Nigeria, South
Sudan, Sudan+

B e .

SOCIO-ECONOMIC
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

UNTED NATIONS & SOUTH FRICA

COVID-19

IN SOUTH AFRICA
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Muralee Thummarukudy
Operations Manager
Muralee.thummarukudy@un.org




